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SIDEWALK SURVEY: TASK CHECKLIST
Recording your site visit

Use this form to remind you of materials to bring to your site visit and to make sure you completed all tasks for your survey

City:   Street:
Date:                                         Time:                               

Make sure you don’t forget...

     Blank forms printed

     Clip board

     Measuring wheel

     Permanent marker/ pens/      
     pencil

     Camera/ Video Camera

     Tripod

 O
N-

SI
TE

 T
AS

KS
OT

HE
R 

OB
SE

RV
AT

IO
NS

Drawings
This is a chance to note down 
your observations. Identify the 
most prominent key physical 
elements and take basic 
dimentions.
More detailed sketches about 
specific conditions may 
also be incorporated into your 
survey.

PLANS

Ground Plane

Roof Plane

ELEVATIONS

Building Wall Plane

Roadside Plane

SECTIONS

Sidewalk Room

Right Of Way

PERSPECTIVE PLANES

Ground 

Roadside 

Roof 

Building Wall 

Photos
Pictures can help you revisit 
aspects of the sidewalk during 
post site visit analysis.

Videos
By capturing motion, videos will 
allow you to understand different 
speeds and activities happening 
along the sidewalk; they also 
highlight the rhythm created by 
the repetition of a specific 
element .

SIDEWALK ROOM 
[center of sidewalk]

ELEVATIONS

Building Wall (a)

Roadside

Building Wall (b)
[from across the street]

DETAILS
[specific materials/textures/
elements]

10 MINUTE STILL
[center of sidewalk]

WALK THROUGH

Looking forward

Ground Plane

Roadside Plane

Roof Plane

Building Wall Plane 

*
*

*
**

*
*

* Denotes priority drawings if on-site time is limited. 
   Other drawings should be completed later off site.
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Grading the sidewalk experience: 
Understanding assests and challenges

Additional observations: 
          Which elements contributed to each of your gradings?

OVERALL

CONNECTIVITY

ACCESSIBILITY

SAFETY

CONTINUOUS 
VARIETY

HUMAN SCALE/
COMPLEXITY

SUSTAINABILITY
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SIDEWALK SURVEY: SUMMARY
Recording key elements and grading the “sidewalk room”
Complete this form after you are done with the site visit

BUILDING
WALL 

ROADSIDE
PLANE

CANOPY
PLANE

GROUND
PLANE

Width/Clearence

Land Use

Ground floor setbacks

Length lot/frontage

Entries

Transparency

Total R.O.W width:

Sidewalk width:
Clear path:

Residential
Commercial
Mixed use

Street wall
Setback
Planting
Parking

Average length:

Total number:
Average width:
Recess:

Average: 

ft

ft

Roadbed width: ft

ft

ft

ft

ft

ft

%

Architectural 
detailing

Building signage

Canopy/awning 

Building height

Green strips/
Street trees

Outdoor uses

Curb cuts

Main vertical and horizontal 
components:

Type:
Dimensions:

Type:
Dimensions:

Base:            Total:

Tree type/dimension:
Planter dimensions:

Type:

Total number:
Average width:

X
min. height 
clearence

projection 
from wall

X
min. height 
clearence

projection 
from wall

X

City:    Street:
Date:                                               Time:
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S

+

F

S +

Fabric
Understand density  and 
predominance of land use

low medium high

Describe the sidewalk context: 
How is the sidewalk across the street? Similar building type/scale? Or different? In what way?

Connectivity Plan
Aprox. Scale: 1”-200’

2 minute walk
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WHICH BEST REPRESENTS YOUR 
SIDEWALK CONTEXT? (Tick and circle) DRAW YOUR “CONNECTIVITY PLAN” AND LOCATE KEY DESTINATIONS:

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT FORM
Neighborhood connectivity and profile
Complete this form using maps, data and on-site observations

Density estimate:

Residential                     Mixed use
Commercial                   Industrial

Other relevant land use notes:

Age groups:
Ethnicities:
Evident Occupations:
Average number of people/5 min:

Health survey (if known): 
High percentage of  any of the following diseases?

User Profile
What kind of people do 
you see walking in this 
neighborhood?

Key Destinations
Check key destinations 
close to your site

Transit stop
School
Hospital
Park
Market/ Shops
Other
specify:

Type of street:
Local street
Neighborhood main St
Downtown avenue
Highway
Bike Lane
Bus Lane
# parking lanes:
# travel lanes:

Traffic 
Characteristics
Understand the type of street next to 
your sidewalk

Obesity Diabetes

school

hospital

church

market

park

transit 
stop

Cardiovascular disorders

City:   Street:
Date:                             


